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EDUCATION

University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland Sep 2018 - Present
Ph.D. student in Political Science

• Ph.D. Candidate on the ERC-funded research team for the Unequal Democracies project

• Projected Ph.D. thesis under the supervision of Professor Jonas Pontusson, focusing on the interplay between
individual position in the economic system and economic preferences in the context of the Swiss growth model,
as well as on the ways in which both sectoral and geographical characteristics of the growth model may be
relevant to the ability of business actors to secure political objectives in the context of Swiss Direct Democracy

University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland Sep 2015 - Feb 2018
Master of Arts in Socioeconomics

• Master’s thesis under Professor Lucio Baccaro on the Swiss growth model in comparative perspective

• Complementary Certificate in Economic and Social Demography during the curriculum (30 ECTS)

University of Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland Sep 2011 - Aug 2014
Master of Arts in History of Art

• Master’s thesis under Professor Christian Michel on changes in the field of French sculpture during the 18th
century

• Specialisation Module in ”History of Culture: texts, images and society” (30 ECTS)

• Erasmus Semester at the University of Vienna from Aug 2011 to Feb 2012

University of Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland Sep 2008 - Jun 2011
BA in History and Aesthetics of Film and History of Art

• With External Options

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Ph.D. candidate Sep 2018 - Present
Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland.
Project: Unequal Democracies (ERC)

Research Assistant Jan 2019 - Jul 2019
Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland.
Project: Parliamentary Careers in Comparison (SNF)

RESEARCH PROGRAMS

Ph.D. candidate — Unequal Democracies, European Research Council (Advanced Grant 741538), directed by Prof.
Jonas Pontusson.

Research Assistant — Parliamentary Careers in Comparison, Swiss National Science Foundation, under the supervi-
sion of Prof. Simon Hug.

TEACHING

Tutorat in Comparative Politics — BA seminar Fall 2019, Fall 2021
Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Geneva

https://unequaldemocracies.unige.ch/en/home/
https://parliamentarycareersincomparison.org/


CONFERENCE PAPERS

”Voter preferences and redistributive outcomes: Exploring determinants of unequal representation”
with Konstantin Käppner, Max Jooster and Jonas Pontusson.
As non-presenting co-author:

• Unequal Democracies Workshop June 25-26, University of Geneva

• American Political Science Association Annual Meeting August 28 - September 1st 2019, Washington DC

• Political representation in Democratic Systems Workshop September 9-10 2019, University of Zürich

”Disentangling the Class-Sector Nexus: The Effect of Class and Employment Sector on Attitudes Towards Democracy
and the Economy”

• ECPR General Conference August 24-28 2020, Online

• SPERI Doc/Post-Doc Colloquium April 20 2021, University of Geneva, Online

”Channels of business influence: the multidimensionality of economic preferences in export led Switzerland”

• Unequal Democracies Workshop November 4-5 2021, University of Geneva

WORKING PAPERS

Käppner, K., Joosten, M., Poltier, J., and Pontusson, J. (2021). Voter Preferences and Redistributive Policy: Ex-
ploratory Analysis Based on a Comprehensive Dataset on Preferences. Unequal Democracies Working Paper no
30.

ACADEMIC TRAINING

PhD Workshops

Research Design — CUSO PDSPO October 19 and November 10 2018
with Philipp Trein

Experimental Methods in Political Science — CUSO PDSPO November 16-17 2018
with Nathalie Giger, Simone Dietrich and Luzia Helfer

La comparaison internationale en théories et en pratiques — CUSO PDRS January 24-25 2019
with Cécile Vigour, Jean-François Bayart, Jean-Pascal Daloz and Julia Resnik

(Dis)continuities of European Governance — CUSO PDSPO March 15-16 2019
with Stephanie Hofmann

Analyzing Qualitative Data with NVivo — CUSO PDSPO April 11-12 2019
with Marie-Hélène Paré and Lea Sgier

Multilevel Modeling — CUSO PDSPO November 21-22 2019
with Simon Hug and Reto Wüest

Introduction to process-tracing — CUSO PDSPO December 12-13 2019
with Derek Beach

Socio-histoire du politique — CUSO PDSPO January 21-22 2021
with Bernard Voutat, Hervé Rayner, Pierre Eichenberger and Zoé Kergomard

Spatial and Spatio-temporal Quantitative Analysis — CUSO PDSPO June 21-22 2021
with Jessica Di Salvatore and Aya Kachi



Summer/Winter Schools

52nd Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis July 22-August 2 2019
University of Essex, Colchester (UK)
Introduction to Applied Bayesian Analysis for the Social Sciences
with Ryan Bakker

ECPR Virtual Winter School in association with KU Leuven — Held online March 15-19 2021
with Bruno Cautrès

LANGUAGES

• French — Native speaker

• English — Highly proficient in speaking and writing

• German — Good command, passive skills better than active skills

IT-QUALIFICATIONS

• R/RStudio — Advanced knowledge

• Stata — Working knowledge

• SPSS — Working knowledge

• UCINET — Working knowledge of network analysis using the program

• Microsoft Excel — Good knowledge of general spreadsheet uses


